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Mrs.  THOMAS,  Mr.  CHAIRMAN  and  GENTLEMEN, 


I have  pleasure  in  presenting  you  my  Annual  Report  in 
accordance  with  Circular  3/1955,  this  being  the  fifty-seventh 
of  the  series. 


In  spite  of  the  extreme  inclemency  of  the  weather  during 
the  past  year,  which,  as  far  as  can  be  gathered,  was  the  worst 
experienced  in  these  valleys  since  1878,  the  incidence  of  infectious 
diseases  is  the  lowest  since  records  have  been  kept. 

There  was,  however,  one  small  epidemic  of  food  poisoning. 
Notifications  of  other  infectious  diseases  were  at  a minimum. 


The  birth  rate  showed  an  appreciable  decline  and  the 
death  rate  a slight  increase.  The  death  rate  of  infants  under 
one  year  discloses  a high  figure,  unfortunately,  having  increased 
since  last  year,  although  it  is  considerably  lower  than  the  year 
before  last.  You  will  be  gratified  to  learn  that  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  have  reached  a new  low  level.  The  numbers  are 
one  half  of  the  previous  lowest  level. 


The  housing  scheme  is  proceeding  satisfactorily  but  to 
counteract  the  effect  of  this,  loss  of  houses  due  to  subsidence  is 
presenting  a grave  problem  and  continued  efforts  must  be  made 
to  keep  this  matter  constantly  before  the  Coal  Board. 


The  winding  up  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  has  necessitated 
a re-organisation  of  slaughtering  facilities  in  the  area. 


The  Ogmore  Valley  Old  People’s  Welfare  Association 
continues  to  flourish.  Evanstown  in  conjunction  with  Gilfach 
Goch  is  also  making  commendable  progress.  The  Garw  Valley 
is  in  process  of  building  up  its  organisation. 


The  mining  industry  is  still  the  main  source  of  employment 
for  the  able  bodied.  Pit-head  baths  will  shortly  be  opened  in 
the  Penllwyngwent  Colliery.  When  these  are  in  use,  all  the 
collieries  in  the  Ogmore  Valley  and  two  in  the  Garw  will  be  in 
the  position  to  provide  bathing  facilities  for  their  employees. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  this  year,  again,  have 
interested  themselves  in  canteen  facilities,  sanitation  and  general 
welfare  in  the  mines. 


There  has  been  no  diminution  in  the  zeal  and  energy 
with  which  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  this  Committee  have 
worked  with  me.  In  this  Report,  I have  made  suggestions  which 
I hope  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  all  and  I look  forward  to 
the  implementation  of  the  Housing  Act  of  1949  with  its  1954 
Amendments,  especially  with  respect  to  the  conversion  and 
.repairing  of  old  houses.  Already  increased  responsibility  rests 
on  the  Committee  and  the  Department  with  regard  to  the  issuing 
of  certificates  in  this  connection.  Advances  for  the  purchase 
of  houses  in  accordance  with  the  1949  Act  have  been  eagerly 
applied  for. 

I thank  the  Committee  for  its  help  and  unflagging  interest 
throughout  the  year.  Also  the  Surveyor  and  his  staff  for  their 
help  in  the  preparation  of  the  Graphs  for  this  Report. 

I am  also  grateful  for  the  co-operation  of  the  members 
of  my  department. 

The  health  and  happiness  of  a community  depends  very 
much  on  the  housing  facilities  offered  ; it  is  for  this  reason  that 
we  look  forward  to  the  time  when  all  the  houses  in  the  area  will 
be  of  the  same  high  standard  as  those  recently  built  and  everyone 
in  our  area  will  enjoy  and  benefit  by  modern  conveniences  in 
their  home. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

On  December  31st,  1954,  there  were  63  men  and  65  women 
registered  as  unemployed,  making  a total  of  128  as  compared 
with  74  males  and  89  females  making  a total  of  163  on  January 
11th,  1954  and  80  males  and  71  females  making  a total  of  151 
on  December  31st,  1952. 

The  number  of  registered  disabled  person  placed  in  employ- 
ment during  the  twelve  months  ending  January  31st,  1955  were 
45,  as  compared  with  60  during  the  twelve  months  ending 
January  30th,  1954. 

There  were  156  pneumoconiotics  and  silicotics  on  the 
register  of  disabled  persons  on  April  20th,  1954  as  compared 
with  172  on  April  20th,  1953. 

The  Industrial  Rehabilitation  Unit  at  Cardiff  whilst  not 
catering  entirely  for  the  disabled,  rehabilitates  a large  number 
of  such  persons  on  courses  of  six  to  thirteen  weeks  duration. 
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They  may  also  be  eligible  for  training  under  the  Disabled 
Training  Scheme. 


The  able  bodied  man  presents  no  problem  as  regards 
employment  as  the  mining  industry  absorbs  him,  but  it  is  difficult 
to  find  work  for  the  man  who  suffers  from  any  disability,  whether 
it  arises  from  his  work  in  the  mines  or  in  any  other  industry. 
There  can  be  no  more  laudable  work  than  that  of  finding  a niche 
in  the  fife  of  the  community  for  such  a person  so  that  he  may 
feel  he  is  making  a worthwhile  contribution  to  the  life  of  the 
community  and  thus  justifying  his  existence. 

Unfortunately  there  are  few,  if  any,  facilities  for  such 
employment  in  the  valleys.  The  factories  around  Bridgend 
prefer  the  younger  generation.  The  solution  of  this  problem 
lies  in  the  provision  of  specialised  training  so  that  the  skill  and 
aptitude  of  the  disabled  person  makes  him  or  her  acceptable 
for  employment  in  the  particular  trade  which  he  has  adopted. 


The  following  is  information  concerning  man-power  in 
the  collieries  of  the  district. 


The  number  of  men  on  the  books  at  31/12/54  were  : — 


Ogmore  Valley 

Western  790 

Penllwjmgwent  445 

Wyndham  888 


2,123 


Garw  Valley 

Garw  638 

Glengarw  341 

International  380 

Ffaldau  759 


2,118 


The  new  pithead  baths  at  Penllwyngwent  Colliery  which 
will  provide  bathing  facilities  for  510  workmen  are  nearing 
completion  and  will  be  opened  in  the  near  future. 
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YOUTH  EMPLOYMENT  SERVICE 


I should  be  interested  to  know  how  far  the  extent  of 
juvenile  delinquency  depends  on  the  juvenile  involved  being 
either  ill  fitted  for  the  work  in  which  he  is  engaged  or  in  an 
occupation  in  which  he  sees  no  prospect  of  improving  his  position 
or  employed  in  repetitive  labour  which  gives  little  or  no  scope 
for  his  imagination.  Often  youths  embark  on  a career  of 
delinquency  as  a means  of  drawing  attention  to  themselves 
when,  in  their  work,  they  are  a mere  cog  in  a machine  without 
any  prospect  of  attracting  attention  by  becoming  outstanding 
in  the  particular  work  in  which  they  are  engaged. 

To  prevent  such  calamities  as  these  is  the  aim  of  the  youth 
employment  officers  and  I have  little  doubt  that  the  so-welcome 
decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  juvenile  delinquency  is  in 
no  small  measure  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  service. 

During  the  year,  officers  from  the  Youth  Employment 
Service  attended  not  only  at  the  Secondary  Modern  Schools 
throughout  the  area,  but  also  at  the  Grammar  Schools,  in  order 
to  give  advice  to  those  about  to  embark  on  careers.  In  the 
Grammar  Schools,  every  effort  is  made  to  discourage  premature 
leaving,  since  a general  school  certificate  is  of  inestimable  value 
when  seeking  employment,  even  if  the  holder  does  not  intend 
embarking  on  a scholastic  career.  Film  shows  and  lectures  are 
given  at  the  schools  in  order  to  help  in  the  choosing  of  a career. 

At  the  present  time,  mining  with  its  improved  wages 
and  five  day  week  is  more  popular  with  the  boys  in  the  valley. 
Furthermore,  they  are  attracted  since  less  time  and  money  are 
spent  in  travelling. 

The  youths  are  now  required  to  pass  a medical  examination 
before  acceptance  in  the  mines. 

The  apprentice  schemes  still  operate.  In  these,  the  youth 
is  released  by  his  employer  one  day  a week  to  attend  a technical 
school,  he  should  attend  two  evenings  also,  but  it  is  difficult 
to  enforce  this  last  stipulation.  Two  clerks  from  the  office  of 
this  authority  attended  the  technical  school  one  day  a week  and 
two  evenings  during  the  last  session.  At  the  end  of  the  course, 
they  passed  the  examination  with  excellent  marks. 

During  the  long  vacations,  temporary  work  was  found 
for  both  school  boys  and  girls.  This  temporary  work  often 
influences  the  young  people  in  the  choice  of  a career. 

The  service  is  interested  in  young  people  after  posts  are 
obtained  and  holds  open  evenings  to  which  all  are  invited. 

In  the  week  ending  January  24th,  1955,  one  girl  was 
unemployed  at  Ogmore  Vale  and  one  girl  at  Pontycymmer. 
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The  following  is  the  list  of  boys  and  girls  who  left  the 
Secondary  Modern  Schools  in  1954,  in  the  Ogmore  and  Garw 
Valleys. 


Easter 

Summer 

Xmas 

Total 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Nantymoel  Sec.  Mod 

15 

15 

11 

15 

21 

17 

47 

47 

Blaengarw  Sec.  Mod 

6 

10 

9 

8 

10 

4 

25 

22 

Pontycymmer  Sec.  Mod. 

9 

4 

8 

3 

7 

17 

24 

24 

30 

29 

28 

26 

38 

38 

96 

93 

Analysis  of  Employment  Desired 

(When  the  young  people  were  interviewed  at  their  respective 
schools  in  the  Ogmore  and  Garw  Valleys). 


Boys 

Carpentry  4 

Farming  5 

Mining  48 

Delivery  4 

Electrical  Engineers  3 

Factory  5 

Painting  and  Decorating  1 

Radio  and  Television  2 

Brickworks  2 

Motor  Engineer  3 

Engineering  2 

Girls 

Shop  Assistants  16 

Sewing  Factory  16 

General  Factory  18 

Clerical  5 

Domestic  2 

Telephonist  1 

Nursing  1 

Photography  1 

Ballet  Dancing  2 


The  remainder  of  those  who  left  school  were  interviewed 
at  the  various  Youth  Employment  Centres. 
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FORESTRY 


121.2  acres  of  trees  were  planted  in  the  1954  season.  This 
represents  185,000  transplants. 

The  majority  of  these  were  planted  in  the  Pontyrhyl 
area — a few  were  planted  in  the  Nantymoel  area.  Sitku  spruce, 
Japanese  larch,  Scotch  pine,  Corsican  pine  and  a few  beech  were 
the  species  of  trees. 

The  average  number  of  people  employed  was  25. 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (acres)  17,984 

Estimated  mid-year  population  22,340 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  6,004 

Rateable  value  £76,298 

Product  of  a penny  rate  £280 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Total  M.  F. 

Live  Births  : Legitimate  296  156  140 

Illegitimate  6 2 4 

Birth  rate  (Recorded) — 13.52 
Corrected  by  the  Registrar 
General’s  area  comparability 
factor — 13.65 

Still  Births  : 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still  births) — 32 

Deaths  : 

Total  M.  F. 

272  154  118 

Death  rate  (Recorded) — 12.18 
Corrected  by  the  Registrar  General’s 
area  comparability  factor — 13.52 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  Nil 
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Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  46.36 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  46.36 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  live  births  36.42 

Deaths  from  malignant  neoplasm  (all  ages)  30 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  Nil 

Deaths  from  cerebro  spinal  fever  (all  ages)  Nil 


Birth  Rate  for  the  last  10  years  for  England  and  Wales, 
the  Administrative  County  and  Ogmore  and  Garw  U.D.C. 

1945  1946  1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954 
England  & 

Wales  16.1  19.1  20.5  17.9  16.7  15.8  15.5  15.3  15.5  15.2 

Glam 18.1  19.4  20.8  18.9  17.1  16.1  16.32  16.16  16.16  15.62 

Ogmore 
and  Garw 

U.D.C 19.4  19.5  20.1  20.1  18.8  15.6  15.84  17.52  16.73  13.52 

Death  Rate  for  the  last  10  years  for  England  and  Wales, 
the  Administrative  County  and  Ogmore  and  Garw  U.D.C. 

1945  1946  1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954 
England  & 

Wales  11.4  11.5  12.0  10.8  11.7  11.6  12.5  11.3  11.4  11.3 

Glam 12.9  12.1  13.1  11.6  12.2  12.7  13.7  11.57  11.78  12.25 

Ogmore 
and  Garw 

U.D.C 11.7  11.8  13.3  12.0  12.5  13.8 
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13.9  11.62  11.51  12.18 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


The  infantile  mortality  rate  this  year  is  46.36  per  1,000 
live  births  as  compared  with  42.6  for  the  year  1953  and  63.29 
for  the  year  1952. 


Of  the  14  deaths,  five  died  when  under  10  hours,  six  di^d 
between  the  age  of  10  hours  and  4 days,  one  died  at  2 months, 
one  died  at  4 months  and  one  died  at  9 months. 


Of  the  five  who  died  under  10  hours,  four  were  two  sets 
of  twins.  As  is  well-known,  the  chance  of  the  survival  of  twins 
as  compared  with  single  births  is  roughly  one  half. 


Over  half  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  prematurity,  so  this 
continues  to  be  the  big  problem.  Part  of  the  solution  lies  in  the 
mothers  taking  every  advantage  of  all  the  ante -natal  facilities 
which  are  provided  for  them  right  through  pregnancy  starting 
as  early  as  possible.  Nutrition  plays  an  extremely  important 
part  in  the  developing  of  the  unborn  baby.  Instruction  on  what 
to  eat  at  this  time  is  available  in  the  clinic  and  mothers-to-be 
should  be  encouraged  to  follow  the  teachings  of  those  trained 
to  impart  such  knowledge.  We  consider  that  deaths  due  to  bad 
social  conditions  are  preventible  and  the  Council  has  a big  part 
to  play  in  removing  to  other  parts  those  who  are  suffering  stress 
through  living  in  unsuitable  surroundings.  This  is  being  done 
and  the  hope  is  that  results  of  this  will  show  themselves  as  a 
factor  in  a decrease  in  premature  deaths. 


There  was  one  case  of  fibrocystic  disease  of  the  pancreas. 
Recent  research  has  raised  hopes  that  new  methods  of  treatment 
for  this  disease  and  early  recognition  of  it  will  result  in  a drop 
in  the  mortality  rate. 


In  the  case  of  pneumonia,  deaths  from  this  disease  have 
rapidly  declined.  This  is,  in  part,  because,  owing  to  the  absence 
of  infectious  diseases,  cases  have  been  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  where  all  modern  forms  of  treatment  and  good  nursing 
are  available. 


No  longer  need  a child  be  nursed  in  the  kitchen,  with  the 
parents  sleeping  down  with  him  and  all  fresh  air  excluded. 
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Prematurity. 


There  were  27  premature  births,  of  these  four  were  twin 
pregnancies.  As  has  been  previously  mentioned,  eight  of  these 
infants  died.  Of  the  25  mothers  involved,  12  did  not  take 
advantage  of  the  ante-natal  facilities  offered,  11  of  these  dwelt 
in  the  Garw. 

Seventeen  of  the  mothers  of  the  premature  infants  lived 
in  the  Garw,  two  in  Evanstown  and  eight  in  the  Ogmore  Valley. 

One  of  the  mothers  lived  in  an  excellent  house,  six  in  good 
houses,  five  in  bad,  eight  in  very  bad  houses,  the  living  quarters 
of  the  remainder  were  fair. 

Still  Births. 

There  were  10  still- births.  Two  were  twin  pregnancies. 
Only  four  of  the  mothers  took  full  advantage  of  the  ante-natal 
facilities  offered.  One  mother  was  in  very  poor  health.  She 
is  a tuberculosis  patient  who  has  never  been  able  to  carry  a child 
to  full  term. 

Three  only  came  from  very  good  homes.  Not  one  lived 
in  a council  house. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

It  took  many  years  for  our  predecessors  to  build  up  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  in  the  valleys.  They  have 
now  become  part  and  parcel  of  the  life  of  the  wife  and  mother 
who  has  gradually  been  educated  to  an  appreciation  of  them — 
thanks  to  the  local  authorities  and  the  band  of  enthusiastic  and 
willing  voluntary  workers.  I feel  it  is  of  paramount  importance 
that  large,  airy,  well-heated  Clinics  should  be  opened  in  the  new 
housing  sites,  located  within  convenient  walking  distance  for  the 
inhabitants.  The  Pontycymmer  Clinic,  built  during  a period 
of  depression)  is  a testimony  to  the  enthusiasm  and  determination 
of  the  administrators  of  those  days.  It  can  well  serve  as  a model 
for  future  developments. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  growth  of  the  Health  Service  is 
the  last  few  years  has  tended  to  crowd  out  the  voluntary  workers. 
With  the  exception  of  the  few  who  sell  National  Dried  Milk, 
the  only  clinic  where  there  is  an  organised  voluntary  band  of 
helpers  is  in  Llangeinor,  where  clinic  help  and  tea  is  provided 
free  of  charge.  This  service  is  much  appreciated  and  an  expansion 
is  very  desirable. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


As  mentioned  in  the  opening  of  the  report,  there  was 
a spectacular  decline  in  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  scarlet  fever  dropped  from 
62  to  34  and  all  these  cases  made  satisfactory  recoveries — this 
number  was  the  lowest  on  record. 

Whooping  cough  notifications  declined  from  125  to  69. 
A number  of  these  were  severe,  but  fortunately  circumstances 
permitted  their  being  nursed  in  hospital. 

The  number  of  measles  cases  dropped  from  398  to  three, 
and  these  were  very  mild.  The  trouble  is  that  arising  from  this, 
there  is  little  immunity  among  the  lower  age  groups  to  protect 
them  from  any  possible  future  severe  epidemic. 

One  case  of  paratyphoid  was  notified  from  Pontycymmer. 
Infection  was  contracted  outside  this  area  and  resulted  from 
contact  with  an  infected  case  while  the  patient  was  working 
in  the  Bridgend  area.  The  patient,  a girl  of  sixteen,  soon  recovered 
and  was  discharged  free  of  infection  in  a short  time. 

There  was  one  case  of  cerebral  spinal  fever.  The  patient 
was  a baby  of  seven  months.  The  child  made  an  uneventful 
recovery. 

There  were  no  cases  of  infantile  paralysis. 

Since  the  notifications  of  other  infectious  conditions  were 
low,  the  hospital  had  facilities  for  nursing  septic  throats.  This 
hospitalization  of  septic  throats,  not  only  prevents  the  spread 
of  infection  in  home,  school  and  at  work  but  also  ensures  that 
the  chances  of  complications  are  cut  down  to  the  minimum. 
Such  complications  are  heart  trouble,  kidney  conditions, 
rheumatism  causing  chronic  invalidism,  lowering  the  standard 
of  living  and  making  a burden  to  the  hospital  authorities  owing 
to  the  prolonged  use  of  beds.  Such  invalidism  is  a big  loss  to 
industry,  especially  the  heavy  industries  in  which  the  inhabitants 
of  this  area  are  engaged. 

One  troublesome  condition,  namely,  impetigo  has  been 
much  more  common  than  hitherto.  This  infection  has  been 
very  resistant  and  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  preventing 
its  spread.  The  worst  cases  have  had  to  be  admitted  to  hospital 
for  treatment — this  might  well  be  due  to  a resistant  strain 
developing  through  the  use  of  Antibiotics. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1954 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  DURING  1954 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  THROUGHOUT  THE  WARDS  DURING  1954 
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IMMUNISATION 


1954  was  the  first  complete  year  during  which  immunisation 
against  whooping  cough  was  offered  to  the  mothers  for  their 
children.  At  an  age  which  the  doctors  consider  is  most  suitable 
for  the  child  in  question  (since  individual  infants  vary  so  much 
in  their  state  of  fitness,  etc.)  but  usually  between  6 to  10  months, 
he  or  she  may  be  injected  with  combined  vaccine  inoculating 
him  or  her  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough.  Three 
injections  are  then  necessary.  When  the  infant  is  older,  it  is  usual  to 
inoculate  with  the  two  separate  vaccines — diphtheria  and  whooping 
cough — two  for  diphtheria  and  three  for  whooping  cough. 

The  following  are  the  numbers  immunised  during  the  year 


1954 

Ponty  cjmmer — Combined  73 

Whooping  Cough  30 

Diphtheria  73 

Boosting  55 

Ogmore  Vale — Combined  80 

Whooping  Cough  28 

Diphtheria  49 


There  was  an  increased  enthusiasm  amongst  the  population 
when  whooping  cough  immunisation  was  started  as  this  dread 
disease  is  still  prevalent  and  practically  everyone  has  experienced 
the  horror  of  seeing  infant  and  young  children  in  the  throes  of 
the  dreadful  paroxysms  ; hence  the  fear  of  their  infants  succumb 
ing  is  never  very  far  from  the  minds  of  the  young  mothers.  In 
this  respect  diphtheria  is  different,  since  few  of  the  younger 
generation  have  had  experience  of  this  formerly  lethal  disease. 
For  this  reason,  difficulty  is  experienced  in  persuading  the  mothers 
of  the  value  and  necessity  of  diphtheria  immunisation.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  vaccination  against  small-pox. 


APPENDIX  B (i) 

Annual  return  of  food  poisoning  notifications  (corrected) — 

1 . Food  poisoning  notifications  (corrected)  returned  to  Registrar 
General  : — 

1st  Quarter — Nil  2nd  Quarter-  I 

3rd  Quarter — 39  4th  Quarter — 1 

Total— 41 
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2.  Outbreaks  due  to  identified  agents  : — 

Total  outbreaks — 2 Total  cases — 12 


Outbreaks  due  to  : — 

(a)  Chemical  Poisons  Nil 

(b)  Salmonella  Organisms  3 typhimurium 

(c)  Staphylococci  (including 

toxin)  (Staphyloceus  aureus)  Nil 

( d ) C.C.  botulinum  Nil 

(e)  Other  bacteria  Nil 


3.  Outbreaks  of  undiscovered  causes  : — 

Total  outbreaks — 1 Total  cases — 6 

4.  Single  cases  : — 

Agent  identified  (Salmonella  typhimurium) — 23  ; 
Unknown  cause — Nil  ; Total — 23. 


HOSPITALIZATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  is  the  number  of  infectious  and  notifiable 
diseases  admitted  to  Isolation  Hospitals  during  the  year  from 
this  area. 


Blackmill  Isolation  Hospital 


Gastro  enteritis  29 

Impetigo  24 

Septic  Throats  36 

Pneumonia  44 

Scarlet  Fever  27 

Surgical  Scarlet  Fever  1 

Food  Poisoning  2 

Whooping  Cough  25 

Chicken  Pox  2 

Infective  Hepatitis  1 

Salmonella  Typhi  Murium  6 

Meningitis  2 

Erysipelas  2 

Tuberculosis  1 

Primary  Tuberculosis  2 
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Maesteg  Isolation  Hospital 


Gastro  Enteritis  2 

Pneumonia  1 


Cefn  Hirgoed 

Influenza  ..  1 

Bronchitis  and  Gastro -enteritis  1 

Pneumonia  1 

Convulsion  1 

Septic  Throat  1 

Croup  1 

Salmonella  Infection  2 

Gastro-enteritis  4 

Burns  and  Allergy  1 

Bronchitis  1 

Tracheitis  1 

Impetigo  1 


TUBERCULOSIS 

There  were  four  deaths  from  tuberculosis  in  the  area. 
Two  were  female  aged  29  and  45  and  one  was  a male  aged  68. 
These  died  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  One  male  of  40  died  of 
tuberculous  meningitis. 

The  lowering  of  the  death  rate  can  be  partially  attributed 
to  the  great  strides  which  have  been  made  in  the  treatment  of 
the  disease. 

One  child  was  treated  for  tuberculous  meningitis  and 
made  a satisfactory  recovery. 

Of  the  28  notifications,  13  were  in  a non-infectious  state 
and  of  these  nine  were  in  a very  early  stage  with  minimal  lesions, 
the  other  four  of  this  group  were  slightly  more  advanced. 

Fourteen  of  the  remainder  were  in  an  infectious  state, 
one  only  was  in  a very  advanced  state.  The  remaining  one  was 
later  found  to  have  been  wrongly  diagnosed.  None  of  the  cases 
notified  during  the  year  has  died. 
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The  time  lag  between  notification  and  admission  to 
hospital  has  been  shortened  considerably.  Children  are  admitted 
immediately.  The  waiting  list  for  women  is  not  unduly  long, 
but  the  position  is  not  so  satisfactory  with  regard  to  male  sufferers. 
We  must  not  be  satisfied  until  all  notifications  are  admitted  without 
delay  as  emergencies.  All  children  who  have  been  in  contact 
with  infected  parents  are  at  once  inoculated  with  B.C.G.  vaccine, 
should  the  parents  consent.  Some  of  these  children  have  been 
isolated  for  a period  of  about  six  weeks  either  in  hospitals,  homes 
or  with  temporary  foster  parents,  35  took  advantage  of  B.C.G. 
inoculation.  It  is  now  to  be  offered  to  children  of  school  leaving 
age. 


The  following  is  a classification  of  the  environmental  and 
financial  circumstances  of  the  tuberculosis  patients  who  were 
notified  during  1954. 

House  Grade  I — Good  house  not  overcrowded 

Grade  II — A good  house  but  overcrowded 
Grade  III — Poor  house  but  not  overcrowded 
Grade  IV — Poor  house  and  overcrowded 
Grade  V — Bad  from  every  point  of  view 


Weekly  Income 

Case  Type  of  House  per  head  Occupation  Comments 


1. 

2. 


3. 


Grade  V ...  £2  per  head  Miner 

Member  of  a family 

Grade  II  Living  on  borrowed  Housewife  Contact  of  husband 

money  as  husband  is 
also  T.B.  patient 

Grade  I Sufficent  Civil  Servant 


4.  ...  Transfer  Satisfactory  Wife  of 

from  abroad  Serving 

Soldier 


5.  ...  Grade  V 


6.  ...  Grade  I 

7.  . Grade  V 


8.  ...  Grade  1 


£1  Nat.  Insurance 


Average  for  area 

£2  per  head  per 
week.  Member  r 
of  a family 


£1/11/6 — a Lodger 


Laundry  Poor  living  con- 

Worker  ditions.  Unsuitable 

work 

Miner 

Housewife  ..  Contact  of  sister. 

Diagnosed  by  Mass 
Radiography  but 
then  refused  to 
attend  doctor 

Engineer  . Contracted 
elsewhere 


9.  ...  Grade  I £3  per  head  per  Scholar  Family  contact 

week.  Member 
of  a family 
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10. 

Grade  I 

. Sufficent 

Housewife.. 

. Non -pulmonary 

11. 

Grade  I 

. £2  per  head  per 
week.  Member 
of  a family 

Infant 

12. 

Grade  I 

. £2/5/-  per  head 
per  week.  Member 
of  a family 

Typist 

Re -notification 

13. 

Grade  V ... 

£1/15/-  per  week 
per  head.  Member 
of  a family 

Miner 

Family  contact. 
. Living  under  1 
. conditions 

14. 

Grade  II 

Average  for  area  ... 

Miner 

15. 

Grade  I 
Recently 
moved 
from  a bad 
house 

. £1/10/-  per  week 
per  head.  Member 
of  a family 

Housewife ... 

. Family  contact 

16. 

Grade  III 

£1/5/-  per  week 
per  head.  Member 
of  a family 

Housewife 

17.  . 

Grade  III 

£1/5/-  per  head 
Member  of  a family 

Housewife 

18. 

Grade  I 

£1/4/-  per  week 
per  head.  Member 
of  a family 

. Scholar 

19. 

Grade  I 

£2/5/-.  Member  of  . 
of  a family 

. Re -admitted  to 
Register 

20. 

No  fixed 
abode 

No  fixed  income 

. Unknown 

21. 

Grade  V 

Nat.  Assistance 

Family  contact 

22. 

Grade  I 

£1/5/-  per  week 
per  head.  Member 
of  a family 

Nurse 

23. 

Grade  V 

£1/10/-  per  week 
per  head.  Member 
of  a family 

Housewife  .. 

Family  Contact 

24. 

Grade  I 

Average  for  area 

Scholar 

Non  - pu  lmonary 
Family  contact 

25. 

Grade  I 

Nat.  Assistance 

Housewife 

Family  contact 

26. 

Grade  V .... 
very  poor 

Less  than  £1  per 
week  per  head 

. Infant 

27. 

Grade  I 

£3/4/-  per  week 
for  3 people 

Miner 

28.  . 

Grade  III 

£2/10/-  per  week 
per  head.  Member 
of  a family 

Machinist 

29. 

Grade  III 

£1/10/-  per  week 
per  head 

Housewife 

F amily  contact 

30. 

Grade  V 
very  poor 

£1/10/-  per  week 
per  head 

Housewife 

. Family  contact 

si- 

Grade  III 

Sufficient 

. Non-pulmonary 
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TUBERCULOSIS,  1954 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Non- 

1 

i 

Non- 

Pulmonary  ; 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Age  Periods 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

Under  5 

5—14 

15—24 

1 1 

9 

! 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

2 

5 

1 







25—44 

4 

10 

1 

— 

1 

1 — 

45—64 

3 

— 

— — 

— 

1 

— — 

65  and  over 
Age  Unknown 

1 

Total 

12 

16 

1 2 

1 

2 

1 — 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Notifications  and  Deaths  1932  1954  in  the  Ogmore  and  Garw  Area 


Year 

NOTIFICATIONS 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

DEATHS 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1932 

29 

32 

10 

7 

9 

10 

3 

1 

1933 

23 

19 

11 

1 

9 

13 

3 

0 

1934 

16 

23 

7 

6 

4 

7 

1 

1 

1935 

20 

14 

6 

6 

10 

11 

2 

0 

1936 

23 

20 

5 

6 

11 

8 

2 

2 

1937 

17 

15 

8 

4 | 

3 

5 

2 

2 

1938 

12 

14 

11 

8 

7 

6 

3 

0 

1939 

20 

12 

11 

4 

7 

6 

1 

1 

1940 

17 

19 

7 

10 

2 

3 i 

2 

2 

1941 

20 

16 

6 

9 

9 

6 

3 

5 

1942 

11 

16 

10 

8 

7 

4 

4 

0 

1943 

16 

19 

7 

11 

7 

8 ! 

3 

3 

1944 

20 

24 

10 

5 

6 

8 

2 

0 

1945 

18 

17 

6 

7 

4 

5 

2 

0 

1946 

23 

14 

7 

10 

9 

8 

o 

3 

1947 

19 

28 

13 

8 

6 

7 

0 

0 

1948 

15 

16 

3 

4 

5 

10 

— 

1 

1949 

11 

24 

5 

7 

7 

6 

— 

— 

1950 

11 

12 

4 

5 

5 

6 

1 

1 

1951 

7 

3 

1 

4 

7 

4 

— 

1 

1952 

12 

13 

3 

5 

8 

3 

— 

1 

1953 

22 

12 

4 

3 

1 6 

1 

— 

2 

1954 

12 

16 

| 1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 
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MASS  RADIOGRAPHY 


Arrangements  for  the  operation  of  the  Mass  Radiography 
Unit  were  cancelled  and  it  may  be  this  was  fortunate  as  owing 
to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  the  response  of  the  public 
might  possibly  have  been  poor.  It  has  been  arranged  that  a 
visit  by  the  unit  shall  be  made  as  soon  as  it  can  be  organised. 
Once  again,  I must  mention  that  this  service  should  be  available 
at  regular  short  intervals  so  that  general  practitioners  can  avail 
themselves  of  it  as  an  essential  part  of  their  diagnostic  armament. 
The  population  would  then  get  used  to  being  X-rayed  so  that 
100%  screening  would  enable  early  diagnosis  of  any  disease  to  be 
made.  Infected  people  could  be  taken  out  of  circulation  and 
quickly  cured.  This  lessening  of  infectivity  together  with  B.C.G. 
inoculation,  should  in  a short  time  eradicate  tuberculosis  complete- 
ly from  the  community.  Dust  in  the  lungs  of  miners  could  be 
detected  at  once.  Such  cases  could  be  removed  from  the  source 
of  danger  and  placed  in  an  environment  where  there  would  be 
no  fear  of  an  increase  in  this  disability. 


DEATHS  FROM  CANCER 

During  the  year  1954  there  was  a decrease  in  the  deaths 
from  cancer  as  compared  with  deaths  from  this  disease  during 
each  of  the  last  five  years. 


1950  39 

1951  48 

1952  36 

1953  42 

1954  30 


Each  year  over  half  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  over  60 
age  group. 

In  the  five  years  under  discussion,  there  were  23  deaths 
from  cancer  of  the  lung.  One  only  was  a woman. 

In  1954,  four  males  died  from  cancer  of  the  lung. 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER,  1954 
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FOOD  POISONING 


Forty-one  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  confirmed  in 
the  Garw  Valley  during  the  latter  part  of  1954. 

Geographical  Distribution 

This  is  shown  by  accompanying  graph. 

History  cf  the  Cases 

Of  these  cases  12  were  traced  to  one  definite  source  ; the 
others  were  scattered  widely  through  the  valley,  as  a rule  they 
were  single  cases.  It  was  thought  that  the  12  cases  due  to  one 
source  could  be  traced  back  to  an  infection  contracted  abroad 
during  the  summer.  The  travellers  who  might  have  brought 
the  infection  to  the  valley  volunteered  the  information  that, 
while  abroad  in  a party  an  illness  broke  out  suggestive  of  food 
poisoning,  but  it  was  not  severe  and  no  investigations  were  thought 
necessary.  It  is  assumed  that  though  these  travellers  felt  well 
on  their  return,  they  might  have  infected  a fellow  worker  who 
was  delivering  cooked  pork.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this 
pork  caused  some  illness.  Specimens  taken  from  these  travellers 
were  later  found  to  be  negative. 

The  fellow  worker,  although  feeling  well  was  found  to  be 
infectious  on  13/9/54,  but  he  was  free  of  infection  three  days 
later.  12  cases  who  ate  the  pork  handled  by  him  could  then 
have  been  infected  from  this  source.  Of  the  remaining  29  cases, 
possibly  some  might  have  been  infected  from  another  source, 
as  a member  of  one  family  volunteered  the  information  that 
whilst  on  a week-end  tour  of  the  Midlands,  she  became  ill.  An- 
other victim  affirmed  that  after  travelling  with  another  party) 
he  became  ill.  It  is  noticeable  that  the  members  of  the  families 
of  these  two  might  have  been  infected  by  them.  Some  of  the 
29  had  eaten  pork  cooked  at  home  and  were  ill  afterwards.  Thus 
the  infection  might  have  arisen  from  an  infected  pig,  the  meat 
of  which  was  improperly  cooked. 

Investigations 

Normally,  the  district  under  discussion  is  a self-contained 
community,  where  travel  in  the  main  consist  of  movements 
up  and  down  the  valley.  However,  August  and  September  are 
the  holiday  months  and  the  inhabitants  travel  further  and  often 
far  afield  on  various  jaunts.  Had  the  infection  occurred  at  any 
other  period  of  the  year,  the  source  would  probably  have  been 
pin  pointed  much  more  easily.  Only  one  source  was  common 
to  all  and  that  was  bread  from  a large  bakehouse  but  repeated 
examination  of  the  personnel  who  volunteered  to  subject  them- 
selves to  investigation  resulted  in  negative  specimens;  further- 


more  the  ingredients  used  for  making  the  bread  were  examined 
and  the  sewers  were  trapped.  These  investigations  were  spread 
over  a long  period  and  this  source  of  infection  was  excluded. 
All  families  who  made  any  complaints  to  their  doctors  of  even 
mild  sickness  were  investigated.  All  who  were  found  positive 
were  instructed  in  methods  of  hygiene  and  isolated,  the  results 
were  satisfactory  since  no  secondary  cases  were  discovered. 
One  extremely  important  result  of  this  intensive  investigation 
was  that  a woman  who  was  symptom-free  was  found  to  be 
infectious,  she  was  a cook  in  a school  canteen.  Fortunately, 
through  the  maintenance  of  strict  cleanliness  on  her  part,  not  one 
case  of  sickness  was  reported  from  anyone  partaking  of  meals. 
She  was  excluded  from  work  until  she  became  free  from  infection. 
Another  woman  working  in  a colliery  canteen  came  from  a home 
where  there  were  infectious  cases,  she  also  absented  herself  from 
work.  In  such  cases  advantage  is  taken  of  the  Clause  in  the 
National  Insurance  Act  by  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  give  monthly  certificate  allowing  such  people  to  draw  sick 
pay  although  they  are  well,  whilst  undergoing  investigation. 


Causative  Agent 

Salmonella-typhi-murium  was  the  agent  in  all  the  cases. 
Only  the  cases  which  were  confirmed  bacteriologically  are 
discussed  in  this  report. 


Clinical  Features 

These  varied  in  severity  from  extremely  acute  conditions 
to  mild  symptoms.  Four  of  these  cases  simulated  acute  appendici- 
tis so  closely  that  they  were  admitted  as  suffering  from  such 
to  a General  Hospital  and  in  fact  two  were  operated  upon.  Some 
of  the  victims  were  able  to  continue  with  their  work  and  suffered 
merely  mild  discomfort,  others  were  prostrate  for  about  a week. 


Incubation  Period 

If  the  meat  were  the  incriminating  agent,  11  hours  was 
the  shortest  period  of  incubation.  One  patient  was  not  severely 
ill  until  the  fourth  night  after  partaking  of  the  meat,  though 
he  felt  slight  nausea  afterwards.  The  incubation  periods  varied 
between  these  two  extremes  in  the  case  of  the  other  patients 
but  were  rather  longer  than  is  usual  in  food  poisoning  cases. 
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# 


THE  FOOD  POISONING  EPIDEMIC 


There  was  also  one  case  notified  in  Pontycymmer  on 


AGE  DISTRIBUTION 


# 


M. 


Under  5 5 

5-14  3 

15-44  6 

45-64  6 

65  and  over  1 


F. 

5 

4 

5 
5 
1 


Period  of  Infectivity 

This  varied  from  four  days  to  (as  far  as  may  be  ascertained) 
about  50  days,  two  were  infected  for  under  seven  days,  seven  for 
more  than  seven  but  less  than  14  days,  five  for  more  than  15 
but  under  21  days,  five  for  over  28  but  less  than  40  days,  three 
for  less  than  50  but  over  40  days  and  one  over  50.  The  length 
of  the  period  of  infectivity  of  the  remainder  varied  between  a 
week  and  a month. 


Conclusion 

As  the  single  cases  were  so  widely  spread  both  in  time  and 
place  (see  graphs),  it  is  probable  that  there  were  many  mild 
symptomless,  undiscovered  cases  and  that  these  infected  others 
who  had  symptoms  but  the  source  of  infection  could  not  be 
discovered.  The  importance  of  enlisting  the  willing  co-operation 
of  the  Public  Health  laboratory  at  an  early  stage  is  obvious  in 
order,  if  possible  to  find  the  symptomless  carriers.  Furthermore, 
the  importance  of  personal  hygiene  in  preventing  spread  of 
infection  is  exemplified  in  this  report  i.e.  the  canteen  cook  who 
though  infected  herself  did  not  infect  anyone. 


CLEAN  FOOD 

A list  of  instructions  has  been  drawn  up  and  distributed 
to  those  engaged  in  the  retail  food  industry.  This  deals  with 
the  most  modern  methods  of  food  hygiene.  There  has  been 
a marked  increase  in  the  number  of  refrigerators  which  those 
engaged  in  the  food  trade  have  purchased,  also  there  has  been 
an  increase  in  the  amount  of  frozen  food  sold. 
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SECTION  47  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT 


No  action  was  taken  under  this  section,  which  imposes 
on  the  Council  responsibility  for  moving  people  not  capable  of 
looking  after  themselves  to  a home  or  hospital.  There  was  no 
necessity  for  compulsion,  since  people  who  fell  into  this  category, 
when  being  advised  of  the  benefits  which  they  would  enjoy  if 
they  voluntarily  entered  a hostel  as  opposed  to  the  idea  of  an 
institution,  invariably  and  eagerly  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  offered  them. 

There  are  border  line  cases  which  present  some  difficulty. 
They  are  represented  by  people  who  are  considered  administratively 
not  ill  enough  for  hospitalization.  The  bodies  concerned  cannot 
decide  as  to  which  Board  is  responsible  for  their  care — the  County 
Council  which  administers  the  hostels  or  the  Hospital  Board. 
What  is  needed  is  an  intermediate  resting  place  where  those 
who  are  not  ill  enough  to  require  medical  care  or  even  skilled 
nursing  attention  but  may  have  to  be  in  bed,  could  be  admitted. 
If  their  condition  deteriorated,  they  might  be  transferred  to 
hospitals,  if  improved  they  could  enter  hostels  or  return  to  their 
own  homes.  All  that  is  needed  by  such  is  sympathy  and  general 
care.  Such  cases  have  to  be  seen  in  their  home  surroundings 
before  one  can  appreciate  the  difficulty  of  placing  them.  When 
possible,  people  should  be  left  in  their  own  homes,  surrounded 
by  their  own  belongings ; the  home  help  service  is  admirably 
suited  for  this  purpose. 


One  cannot  transplant  a tree  when  it  has  reached  full 
maturity.  How  can  one  expect  a far  more  complicated  system 
of  life  as  evinced  in  the  human  being  to  settle  and  take  root  at 
an  advanced  age  ? One  must  try  to  raise  the  standard  of  good 
neighbourliness  so  that  the  home  help  service  is  looked  on  as 
merely  an  auxiliary.  Unfortunately,  it  is  too  often  regarded  as 
a substitute,  and  the  attitude  adopted  by  relatives  is  “Why 
should  I help.  I don’t  get  paid  ” is  much  to  be  depreciated. 

Medical  Facilities  for  the  Aged 

Many  of  the  trials  of  the  aged  arise  from  the  condition 
of  their  feet.  It  would,  indeed,  be  of  inestimable  value  if  the 
services  of  a chiropodist  could  be  made  available  for  those  suffering 
from  corns  and  other  foot  deformities.  The  movement  of  those 
suffering  from  such  is  limited  and  their  enjoyment  of  life  diminished. 
I would  suggest  the  setting  up  of  a clinic  dealing  with  foot  troubles 
entirely  and,  where  necessary,  arrangements  should  be  made 
for  the  chiropodist  to  visit  the  homes. 
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DEPRIVED  CHILDREN 


It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  there  was  a marked  decrease 
in  the  number  of  children  admitted  to  the  Children’s  Homes 
of  the  County  Council  from  this  area.  In  1953,  14  children  were 
admitted  ; in  1954,  three  only. 

Behind  the  admission  of  a child  to  the  County  Homes, 
there  is  a story  sometimes  tragic  but  sometimes  merely  sordid. 
The  parents  seem  unable  to  cope  with  the  financial  aspect  of 
their  lives  ; though  the  husband  earns  high  wages,  they  get 
into  debt,  are  in  arrears  with  their  rent,  are  evicted  from  their 
house  and  the  children  have  to  be  admitted  to  the  Children’s 
Homes.  The  breaking  up  of  a family  in  this  way  often  leads 
to  dire  consequences  and  every  effort  should  be  made  to  prevent 
such  a calamity.  In  this  area,  when  the  parents  are  tenants  of 
a Council  house,  eviction  is  delayed  as  long  as  possible.  On  more 
than  one  occasion  the  services  of  the  children’s  officer  has  been 
called  upon.  She  aids  the  mother  in  her  weekly  budgeting  and 
by  advice  helps  her  to  cope  with  the  financial  problems  which 
have  overwhelmed  her.  In  my  opinion  more  often  than  not, 
the  blame  for  the  creation  of  a problem  family  lies  at  the  door 
of  the  mother.  Should  she  be  a spendthrift,  immoral  or  generally 
shiftless,  no  matter  how  steady  the  father  may  be  the  whole 
tone  of  the  house  deteriorates. 

Four  children  normally  resident  in  the  area  were  discharged 
from  the  chidren’s  homes,  in  the  case  of  three,  the  parents  had 
obtained  accommodation.  There  were  18  children  from  this 
area  in  the  children’s  homes  during  1954.  Five  boys  and  seven 
girls  were  in  foster  homes  in  the  district  in  1954. 


SWIMMING  BATHS 

There  is  an  excellent  attendance  at  the  Ogmore  Vale 
swimming  baths  and  many  Galas  are  held  there.  I think  it  is 
advisable  to  consider  seriously  adopting  more  modern  methods 
of  filtration  and  chlorination.  It  is  a pity  that  the  water  could 
not  be  heated  so  that  all  the  year  bathing  might  be  encouraged. 

Pontycymmer  baths  had  a very  bad  season  owing  to  the 
poor  weather.  The  water  was  bitterly  cold  most  of  the  summer 
and  the  attendance  was  practically  nil.  Here  lies  the  opportunity 
to  build  a first  class  modern  bath  one  which,  owing  to  the  vagaries 
of  the  weather  should  be  indoor.  It  is  certain  that  great  use  would 
be  made  of  it. 
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The  young  swimmers  of  Evanstown  have  a very  long 
journey  to  go  before  they  reach  a swimming  bath.  It  would 
be  of  inestimable  value  if  this  authority  and  the  adjacent  author- 
ities combined  to  build  a bath  for  Gilfach  Goch.  A space  might 
be  found  on  the  recently  developed  tip  at  Evanstown.  It  seems 
a pity  that  the  young  people  of  the  neighbourhood  should  be 
deprived  of  all  forms  of  aquatic  sports. 


MILK 

Seven  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year,  one 
only  was  unsatisfactory.  By  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  1944, 
milk  production  is  now  under  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  260  samples  of  milk  produced  in  this  area  were  taken. 

Four  T.T.  licences  to  produce  tuberculin  tested  milk  were 
granted  by  the  County  Council  during  the  year.  Other  farmers 
in  the  area  are  converting  their  byres  in  the  hope  of  securing 
licences  to  produce  this  grade  of  milk  in  the  near  future. 

Licences  to  retail  tuberculin  tested  milk  has  been  granted 
to  all  the  milk  vendors  in  the  area  with  the  exception  of  two 
who  still  sell  a few  gallons  of  raw  milk.  All  the  other  milk  sold 
is  pasteurized. 


WATEH 

The  water  supply  during  1954  has  been  of  satisfactory 
quality  and  quantity.  Effective  soda- ash  treatment  to  prevent 
plumbo-solvency  at  the  Nant-y-ci  source  was  continued  without 
interruption  during  the  year. 

Samples  of  raw  and  treated  water  were  submitted  for 
examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories,  Cardiff.  Reports 
on  treated  water  were  uniformly  satisfactory.  In  addition, 
daily  tests  were  taken  for  free  chlorine  at  treatment  plants  which 
continue  to  function  satisfactorily. 

The  Board  have  acquired  no  new  sources  of  supply.  The 
housing  main  extension  for  the  Council’s  Bettws  No.  2 housing 
site  was  completed  during  the  year,  the  final  figures  being 
1,340  yards  of  3 inch  C.I.  pipes 
1,072  yards  of  4 inch  C.I.  pipes 

One  farm — Nantymoel — has  been  joined  to  the  main. 

The  supply  at  Cwm  and  John  Street,  Nantymoel  has  been 
much  improved. 

There  are  no  stand  pipes 
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AVERAGE  ANNUAL  RAINFALL 


1952 

1953 

Southern 

Area  (Cols. 

1-6) 

46.85 

40.93 

Northern 

Area  (Cols. 

7-9) 

74.40 

75.15 
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1954 

57.20 

120.21 


REPORT  ON  CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  WATER 


MOUNTAIN  SPRING  REAR  OF  ADARE  STREET 


Appearance  in  two  foot  tube 
Colour  (Burgess  Scale)  Units 
Reaction,  pH  value 
Total  Hardness 
Chlorides  (expressed  asCl) 
Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen 
Poisonous  Metals 
Volume  of  Sediment 
Microscopical  Examination  of  the 


Pale  Green — Clear 
20 
5.5 

14 

12 

0.006 

0.009 

Nil 

4 

Sediment  Small  amount — 

Amorphous  debris. 


Remarks — 

A very  soft  acid  water.  The  chemical  and  physical  characters  are 
satisfactory. 


TAPS  (BLACKMILL  HOSPITAL) 


Overnight  Contact 

10-mins.  Contact 

Appearance  in  two 

Pale  Yellowish 

foot  tube 

Green 

Very  Pale  Green 

Colour  (Burgess 

Clear 

Clear 

Scale)  Units 

35 

12 

Reaction  pH.  value 

7.3 

7.3 

Total  Hardness  . . 
Chlorides 

9 

9 

(expressed  as  Cl) 
Nitrates 

12 

12 

(expressed  a:j  N) 
Nitrites 

Pract.  Nil 

Pract.  Nil 

(expressed  as  N) 

Nil 

Nil 

Poisonous  Metals 

Lead  — Nil 

Lead  — Nil 

Iron  — 0.4 

Iron  — 0.1 

Remarks — 

A : A very  soft  neutral  water  containing  a small  amount  of  dissolved 
iron.  The  physical  characters  are  fairly  satisfactory. 

B : A very  soft  neutral  water  containing  a trace  of  dissolved  iron. 
The  physical  characters  are  satisfactory. 
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HOUSING 


# 


During  1954  the  following  houses  were  built  and  occupied — 


Type  Number  Site 

2 bedroomed  non  parlour  4 Bettws 

3 bedroomed  parlour  68  Bettws 

3 bedroomed  non  parlour  28  Bettws 

4 bedroomed  non  parlour  4 Bettws 

2 bedroomed  non  parlour  flat  14  Glynllan 

3 bedroomed  non  parlour  flat  2 Glynllan 


Total  120 

During  the  year  1954,  286  houses  were  partly  completed, 
while  four  more  were  sanctioned  but  not  commenced. 

The  total  number  of  houses  completed  and  occupied 
since  1918  is  713  permanent  houses  and  100  temporary. 

The  number  of  houses  partly  completed  by  building  societies 
during  the  year  1954  is  two. 

As  we  are  now  reaching  the  peak  of  the  housing  programme, 
one  feels  that  there  should  be  set  aside  a reserve  of  labour  to 
be  drawn  upon  for  the  improvement  of  some  of  the  older  houses, 
either  by  conversion  or  repairing  so  that  the  inhabitants  of  these 
houses  can  enjoy  the  modern  amenities  which,  at  present,  so 
many  of  them  lack  ; also  such  a reserve  could  be  utilised  for 
covering  over  parts  of  the  river  bed  to  make  pleasure  and  play 
grounds  which  will  serve  as  recreation  for  all  ages  and  sexes. 
Such  gardens  would  keep  children  away  from  playing  on  the 
banks  and  in  the  waters  of  the  river. 


HOUSING  INSPECTIONS 

Inspections  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  and  number  of  inspections  made 

573 

(6) 

Revists  

1,464 

(c) 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  

Nil 

(d) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation 

435 
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2.  — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 

notice 

(a)  Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  121 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  : — 

Proceedings  under  Housing  Acts  : 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

( b ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  notices  Nil 

(1)  By  Owners Nil 

(2)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

4.  — Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(а)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  264 

(б)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied 

(1)  By  Owners  249 

(2)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

5.  — Demolition  Orders  : — 

(a)  Number  of  houses  demolished  4 

( b ) Number  of  tenements  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  houses  Closed  but  not  Demolished 12 
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THE  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  AREA 


The  number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  made  during 
the  year  was  as  follows  : — 

Visits  to  houses  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  573 

Revists  1 ,464 

Inspections  of  Milk  Shop  Dairies  33 

Inspections  of  Slaughter-houses  561 

Inspections  of  Workshops  99 

Inspections  of  Bakehouses  38 

Inspections  of  Ice  Cream  Dealers  97 

Investigations  and  Visits  re  Infectious  Diseases  41 

Premises  disinfected  31 

Drains  tested  21 

Complaints  investigated  537 

Visits  under  Shops  Act  223 

Visits  to  Food  Shops 79 

Visits  to  Schools  and  Public  Buildings  29 

Investigations  and  inspection  of  Swimming  Baths  46 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  AND  1948 

(а)  Factories  where  no  mechanical  power  is  employed 

Motor  Repairs  3 

Boot  Repairs  6 

Carpenters  .....  2 

General  Smiths  1 

Watchmakers  ......  4 

Plumbers  3 

Dressmakers  ....:.  2 

Wireless  Repairs  2 

(б)  Factories  where  mechanical  power  is  employed  : — 

Motor  Repairs  3 

Carpenters  6 

Boot  Repairs  ......  1 

Electricity  2 

Bakehouses  6 

Bedding  Factory  1 

Furniture  Upholstery  Repairs  1 

Fire  Tile  Factory  1 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
Part  I of  the  Act 


t 


1.— INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspec- 
tions made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

! Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

J Occupiers 
Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

23 

99 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
! is  enforced  by  the  Local 

I Authority 

21 

38 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 

out-workers  premises) 

TOTAL 

44 

137 

— 

— 

2 — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  By 

H.M.  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  prose- 
cutions were 
instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 
(S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 











Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 



Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 



Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

— 

( b ) Unsuitable  or 
defective 

1 

1 

1 



(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 



Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
not  including 

offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

TOTAL 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Part  VIII — There  is  one  outworker  in  this  Area  who  is  knitting  garments 
for  a Glasgow  Firm. 


36 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES 


When  the  Ministry  of  Food  gave  notice  of  their  intention 
to  decontrol  slaughtering,  the  Council  were  faced  with  the 
alternatives  of  either  combining  with  the  other  authorities  in 
the  Mid- Glamorgan  area  in  order  to  build  a central  slaughter- 
house or  to  register  the  slaughter-houses  in  the  area  which  existed 
before  the  war.  In  fact,  discussions  took  place  with  the  represent! 
atives  from  the  other  authorities  with  a view  to  amalgamation 
but  owing  to  : — 

{a)  the  shortage  of  time. 

(6)  the  desire  of  many  authorities  to  develop  their  own 
slaughtering  facilities. 

(c)  the  difficulty  of  choosing  a site. 

( d ) the  uncertainty  of  the  outcome  of  the  future  policy 
of  “ moderate  concentration  ” as  expounded  by  the  Ministry, 
it  was  decided  to  explore  the  facilities  already  in  existence  locally. 
For  this  purpose  a joint  meeting,  to  which  representatives  of 
farmers  and  butchers  were  invited,  was  called  by  the  Council 
of  this  authority.  It  was  eventually  decided  by  mutual  agreement 
that  the  two  existing  slaughter-houses,  one  in  Fenton  Place, 
Pontycymmer  and  the  other  in  Water  Street,  Ogmore  Vale, 
should  be  licensed,  also  a further  one  for  each  valley  might  be 
licensed— one  at  Nantymoel  and  another  at  Pontycymmer. 
Circumstances  did  not  permit  any  slaughtering  to  be  carried 
out  except  at  Fenton  Place,  Pontycymmer,  mainly  due  to  the 
fact  that  various  adjustments  had  to  be  made. 


In  both  valleys,  the  majority  of  the  butchers  appear  to 
favour  buying  their  meat  “ off  the  hook  ” (since  supplies  are 
plentiful  and  of  good  quality)  rather  than  spending  money  to 
bring  their  slaughter-houses  up  to  reasonable  standards  and 
this  is  the  position  in  December,  1954. 


Extra  facilities  are  available  if  the  butchers  so  desire. 
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MEAT. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 
excluding 
Cows  &Bulls 

Cows 

and 

Bulls 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Calves 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

528 

186 

5,688 

309 

1,491 

Number  inspected  ... 

528 

186 

5,688 

309 

1,491 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

8 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

128 

103 

757 

1 

12 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

24.2% 

55.3% 

13-4% 

.32% 

.8% 

Tuberculosis  Only 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

3 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

65 

54 

— 

— 

20 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
infected  with  Tuberculosis 

12.5% 

30% 

1-4% 
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FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED 


Bovine  Carcase  and 

Chicken  

1 

Offals  Complete  

4 

Fruit  Salad 

13  tins 

Bovine  Heads 

86 

Tuna  Fish 

14  tins 

Bovine  Livers 

230 

Grapefruit 

6 tins 

Bovine  Plucks 

64 

Gammon 

13  tins 

Bovine  Lights 

83 

Ham 

15  tins 

Bovine  Hearts 

25 

Irish  Stew 

10  tins 

Bovine  Skirt 

1 

Lobster 

9 tins 

Sheep  Carcase  and 

Braised  Kidney  

2 tins 

Offals  Complete  

8 

Evaporated  Milk 

205  tins 

Sheep  Plucks 

391 

Ideal  Milk 

6 tins 

Sheep  Livers 

366 

Condensed  Milk 

83  tins 

Loins  of  Lamb 

2 

Skimmed  Milk  

1 tin 

Pigs’  Plucks 

6 

Ham  Loaf 

18  tins 

Pigs'  Heads 

19 

Minced  Beef  Loaf 

78  tins 

Pigs’  Livers  

7 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat  202  tins 

Bacon 

81 

lbs. 

Stewed  Steak 

147  tins 

Sausages 

97 

lbs. 

Meat  Paste 

16  pots 

Beef  (Home) 

176i  lbs. 

Peas  

154  tins 

Imported  Beef 

110 

lbs. 

Plums  

39  tins 

Corned  Beef 

60  lbs. 

Puddings 

11 

Beef  and  Cereal 

7 

tins 

Peaches  

152  tins 

Chocolate 

14  lbs. 

Pears 

72  tins 

Tomatoes 

18 

lbs. 

Pineapples 

14  tins 

Cooked  Meat 

64  lbs. 

Oranges  

10  tins 

Butter 

3 

lbs. 

Pressed  Pork 

1 tin 

Sultanas 

53 

lbs. 

Pork  Snax 

5 tins 

Raisins 

28 

lbs. 

Chopped  Pork 

3 tins 

Marshmallows 

4 

lbs. 

Pigs  Head 

6J  lbs. 

American  Cheese 

90 

lbs. 

Raspberries 

2 tins 

Sagion  Stuffiing 

62 

pkts. 

Strawberries 

45  tins 

Scots  Oats  

48 

pkts. 

Soup 

15  tins 

Shredded  Wheat 

21 

Ctns. 

Sardines  

12  tins 

Kellogs  All -Bran 

24 

pkts. 

Steak  and  Onions 

3 tins 

Apples  

1 

tin 

Pork  Sausage 

39  lbs. 

Apricots  

97 

tins 

Beef  Sausage 

47  lbs. 

Beans 

17 

tins 

Salmon 

70  tins 

Broth 

13 

tins 

Tomatoes 

324  tins 

Beetroot 

9 

tins 

Sheep  Tongue 

1 tin 

Baked  Beans 

71 

tins 

Tripe  & Onions  

7 tins 

Baby  Food  

4 

tins 

Calves  Tongue  

2 tins 

Blackcurrants 

11 

tins 

Lunch  Tongues  

18  tins 

Bilberries 

5 

tins 

Veal 

17  tins 

Cream 

145 

tins 

Spaghetti 

4 pkt. 

Cherries 

4 

tins 

Vegetable  Soup  

2 tins 

39 


SAMPLES  TAKEN  UNDER  THE  FOOD  AND 

ACT,  1938 


DRUGS 


# 


Samples  taken  by  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector  in  the 
Ogmore  and  Garw  Urban  District  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1954. 


Milk  260 

Butter  2 

Tomato  Sauce  1 

Honey  1 

Meat  Paste  2 

Mayonnaise  1 

Mustard  1 

Cheese  Spread  1 

Table  Jelly  1 

Sponge  Mixture  1 

Sugar  1 

Gluconis  1 

Coffee  and  Chicory  1 


Sterilised  Cream  1 

Sweets  5 

Ice  Cream  11 

Raspberry  Vinegar  1 

Cod  Liver  Oil  Capsules  ....  1 

Borax  and  Honey  1 

Pepper  Compound  1 

Beef  Sausages  1 

Sauce  1 

Salmon  Spread  1 

Chocolate  Cup  1 

Canned  Tomato  Puree  1 


Total  300 


Proceedings  were  taken  against  one  Vendor  for  selling 
Beef  Sausages  containing  a preservative  (Sulphur  Dioxide) 
without  having  a notice  exhibited  in  a conspicuous  place.  The 
Vendor  was  conditionally  discharged  on  payment  of  19/-  costs. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

A new  sewage  disposal  plant  has  to  be  constructed  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  new  houses  at  Bettws.  This  will  be  placed 
adjacent  to  the  previous  works  at  Shwt  ; the  previous  works 
will  be  dismembered  when  the  new  works  are  completed  as  the 
sewage  of  Shwt  itself  will  be  connected  to  the  new  plant. 

There  is  now  a substantial  advance  in  the  technical  develop- 
ment of  sewage  works  which  must  lead  to  greater  efficiency  in 
purification. 

The  effluents  thus  resulting  can  be  discharged  into  streams 
and  rivers  without  causing  pollution. 

The  sewage  works  at  Brynmenyn,  after  forty  years  useful 
service  need  investigating  with  a view  to  replacement  by  a modern 
plant. 

Greater  interest  is  now  being  shown  in  the  use  of  sludge, 
which,  hitherto  has  been  difficult  to  dispose  of.  Farmers  now 
utilize  it  for  manuring  the  land,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  it  is  still 
offensive  from  the  point  of  view  of  smell  and  cumbersome  to  handle. 

It  would  appear  that  it  is  very  desirable  that  this  organic 
matter  should  be  returned  to  the  soil.  If  this  sludge  could  be 
compressed  into  small  bulk,  and  made  easier  for  transporting 
purposes,  a valuable  market  might  be  found  from  the  point  of 
view  of  fertilizing. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949.  Summary 
of  disinfestation  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 


Dwelling  Houses  180 

Businesses  8 

Local  Authority  Premises  17 

Type  of  Infestation  : — 

Rats — Major  Nil 

Minor  110 

Mice— Major  Nil 

Minor  107 


SEWERS 


Period  One 

1.  — Total  number  of  manholes  in  foul  and  connected  systems— 

1938 

2. - — Dates  of  Treatment — 22nd  February,  1954 — 2nd  April,  1954 

3.  — Bait  base  and  poison  used — Sausage  Rusk  and  Zink  Phosphide 

4.  — Number  of  Manholes  baited  — 639 

5.  — Number  of  Manholes  showing  prebait  take  — 247 

6.  — Number  of  Manholes  showing  complete  prebait  take  — Nil 

(on  one  or  both  days) 

7.  — Scheme  of  baiting  used  — 1st,  3rd  and  5th  days 

9. — Number  of  manholes  test  baited  in  conjunction  with  this 
treatment  and  not  included  in  No.  4 above  — 145. 

Period  Two 

1.  — Total  number  of  manholes  in  foul  and  connected  systems — 

1938 

2.  — Dates  of  Treatment — 30th  August, 1954 — 24th  September,  1954 

3.  — Bait  base  and  poison  used  — Bread  Mash  and  Arsenic 

4.  — Number  of  Manholes  baited  — 346 

5.  — Number  of  Manholes  showing  prebait  take  — 54 

6.  — Number  of  manholes  showing  complete  prebait  take  — Nil 

(on  one  or  both  days) 

7.  — Scheme  of  baiting  used  — 1st,  3rd  and  5th  days 

8.  — Number  of  manholes  test  baited  in  conjunction  with  this 

treatment  and  not  in  No.  4 above  — Nil 
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9 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  OGMORE  AND  GARW  AREA 

DURING  1954 


M 

1.  — Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  1 

2.  — Tuberculosis  (Other  forms)  1 

3.  — Syphilitic  Diseases  1 

4.  — Diphtheria  0 

5.  — Whooping  Cough  0 

6.  — Meningococcal  Infections  0 

7.  — Acute  Poliomyelitis  0 

8.  — Measles  0 

9.  — Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  2 

10.  — Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 2 

11.  — Malignant  neoplasm,  lungs,  bronchus  4 

12.  — Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  0 

13.  — Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  0 

14.  — Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 14 

15.  — Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  0 

16.  — Diabetes  ......  1 

17.  — Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  24 

18.  — Coronary  disease,  angina  21 

19.  — Hypertensions  with  heart  disease  0 

20.  — Other  heart  diseases  26 

21.  — Other  circulatory  diseases  3 

22.  — Influenza  ......  0 

23.  — Pneumonia  5 

24.  — Bronchitis  14 

25.  — Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  3 

26.  — Ulcer  of  stomach,  duodenum  1 

27.  — Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  0 

28.  — Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  1 

29.  — Hyperplasia  of  prostate  1 

30.  — Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  0 

31.  — Congenital  Malformation  2 

32.  — Other  defined  and  ill-defined  causes  16 

33.  — Motor  vehicle  accidents  2 

34.  — All  other  accidents  6 

35.  — Suicide  2 

36.  — Homicide  and  operations  of  war  1 


F 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1 

6 

0 

1 

34 

7 

0 

33 

3 
1 

4 
6 
0 
0 
1 
2 
0 
0 
0 

13 

0 

1 

0 

0 


154  118 


42 


1954 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


CAUSES 


20 


NUMBERS 

40  60 


I T ubrfruloM  dWmoo) 


(Other) 


V Syphilitic  Dimpm* 


4.  Diphtheria 


S Whoofxnc  Couch 


6 Wnin*ocorcml  Infection 


7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 


9 Other  laiactivc  & Paruitic  Pm— i 


4 


Births  Deaths  Infant  Mortality  Neo  Natal  Mortality 

Estimated 

Population  Number  Rate  per  Number  Rate  per  Deaths  Rate  per  Deaths  Rate  per 
1954  of  1,000  of  1,000  under  1,000  under  1,000 

Births  Population  Deaths  Population  1 year  Live  Births  4 weeks  Live  Births 
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